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*] am awfully glad of ong thing about
Washington,” spoke an aged colored visitor
a few davs ago, “and that is, that it is the
only city where the eolored man is recog-
nized sufficiently to have a statue. Out at
Lincoln Park, the colored man, though
rather poorly dressed, has a statue, a2nd
there is arcther one,” peinting to the statue
of Chief Justice Marshall, at ths main cn-
trance portico. “I don't think, though, 1
ever saw a2 colored man a= hlack as that
statue,” referrirg to the AMarshall statue,
which, nwinz to the penchant of ils hronze
ecmposition, in this respect being different
from any other in the ¢ seems 0 b get-
ting biacker every year.
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“Jt seems strange,'- said Mr. Frank
Hume, “who has for years taken an active
part In pressing upen Congress the im-
portance of bullding the memorial bridgze
to Arlington, “what passed the bill in the
Senate on Weidnesday last. I don't think
the velume of good arguments that we
mwade in its behalf or of the splendid in-
dorsements of the project by Secretary La-
mont had as much to do with the suceess
of the hiil is d’d the quagmire of muxd on the
road jaust after the bridge Is passed. At
the funeral of Gen. Gibhon on Tu2aday lasi
the road was In such a terrible condition
that one-half of the military escort had to
be dismissed, and the gther half had the
greatest aifficulty in rearhing Arlingion.
Elhe artillery could not g'h through it at

)

“Wel, there were a numbar of Aistin-
guished gentlemen there, and they saw
with their own eyes the nrecessi'y of some-
tking better than at pre t exists, They
made up the sentiment which eventuated
in the passage of the memorial bridge hill,
and we are thankful for the result. Secre-
tary Lamont savs the bill will likewise pass
the Hause for the simple reasoa that it is
A& necessity.””
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Nearly two vyears ago a force ‘of state
constables of South Carolina and a body
of citiz:ns of Darlington, S. C., came ito-

ether In 2 bloody conilict at Darlington
over the enforcement of the dispensary
law. Three constables and four
were killed, and the prospects of more trou-
ble Induced the newspapers &ll over the

country to send correspoudents to the
Bcene.

The situstion tecame so critical that
Gov. Tillman ordored out the state troons
and s unagrad of them to the
scens of the conilict. At the same time the

governor declaved Darlington county un-
cer martial Jaw and took charge of the
rallire and telegraph I'nos in order io

The same procedure was taken in the ad-
Juining eounty of Floreace, the ecltizers of

eitizens™

¥ subdue the infuriated citizens. |

f copy and using a typewriter, but it is guite

the reverse. In fact, he is an expert type-
writer and as o handler of press matter has

| no superior in the office, The officials of the
! telegraph company consider him a good
cperator and those who have witnessed his

whick had talked of go‘ng to the assist-
ance of thise of Darl ton

In taking charga of telegraph uoitices,
and prevenling any but telezrams from
himself 1 his officers being sent, the
governor, it seemed ai first to the news-
paper correspondents, had interfered with |
the'ir iress. The situation looked seri-
ous, but rorrespondents were equal to

the emerge: . Many of them hired spe-
cial trains or fast vehicles and went to re-
mote stations to send off their matter, bhut
a number of them decided on a unique
plan for g=tiing through the news. It wus
nothing more nor less than the establish-
ment of “blind tiger” or “speak easy" of-
faes. The regular telegraph offfce was in

charge of a detail of soldiers, and nothing |

could be s=nt through excapt what was
marked 0. K." by the commanding oth-
cer

The correspondents hired a numhber of

operators and as many linemen as could
be pro 1. The wires were tapped by
Enemen and an office established in an old

deserted stable im a_remote part of town.
This was all done at night. The first night

the s~he went througzh all right, hut
It was noised abroad next day that the
correspond=nts had gctten ahead eof the
EOVerT He was In Columbia, and wasn’

’ bit pl
tiger."”

=l when he heard of the “blind
He telegraphed Sen. Richbourg, in

comnmand at Darlington, to suppress all
gpuch future attempts The next night,

however. they worked the samie plan, but
In another locality.

Aiier that the governor quit tryinz to
muolest the news matherers, but would aot
Iet them scnd thelr 1ges through the
regular cffice. At Florence, filtesn rmailes
fiom Darlington, the newspaper men had
to rescri to similar schemes. One of them,
a formner telegraph op-rator, tapped the
lines Lims:lf, and not arly s>nt. but "‘re-

celved” valuable messaces.

None of the plans cculd have
edd had not the telh rh ope-
alonz the line siuck "o the newspaper men.
They did not give them away and allowed
all news matter fo vass with a rush.

Af*er the trounle was over the governar
lan I when told of the tricks of the eor-
resp lents,
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The propesed observance of the scmi-cen-
tennial of the Smithsonian Institution dur-
ing the present year will recall, no doubt, to
the older citizens of Washington, especialty
those who resided in what is now South
Washington, the time when the entire mall
was a common, and the Smithsonian was
the first building erected upon it. The oll
Washing the mnorthern

gton canal formed
boundary of the mall west of Tth street,
and it was spanned at that poirt and at
1IZth and 14th streets hy very ordinary
wooden bridges. These streets were open-
€d across the mall, having indifferent, nar-
row brick pavemenis on but ooe side, the
carriageways being Mother Earth. From
that portion of the mall batween 7th and
12th streets was selected for the Smithson-
ian. The fencing for the most part had
been removed, and open to cattle, ete., af-
fording good pasture. The grounds were
used from time to ilme for encampment
purposes by the local military and visii.ng
companies, and the corner near Tth street

show ground for menhageries and clr-
- while the boys found it a pieasant
play ground.

It was proposed in Congress to authorize
the purchase of the city hall from the cor-
poration of Washington for the wuse of
the institution and authorize the erection
of a new city hall in front of the Center
Mark=t, but the bill failed.

* ® ¥ ¥
Superstitious people can

*
: be found in all
walks of life. There is a southern Senator
who has overcome all his superstitious be-
liefs but ore. He will rever make his exit
from @ reom through any other door than
the one that he entered by. The other day
his committee held a very important meet-
ing at whkich the Senator was preseny.
Immediately outside of the door of the
commitice room several newspaper men gy
in wait for the committeemen to come out
to ohizin information as to the action of
the committee. The room has two doors,
cnly one of which is used, however. as a
theroughfare, the other belng used only
on extraordinary ocecasions, Two of the
commntieemen in order to give the slip to
the newspaper men went out the unused
door. I:ut the superstitious Senator, al-
though advised of this way of escape, ¢ould
not overcome that superstitious feeling, and
out the main door he went. Of course he
was immediately surrounded by his news-
paper friends, with whom he is very popu-
lar, and was subjected to severe cross-ques-
tioning. The Senator =aid afterwards: "It
was a mighty hard job to turn theose boys
down, but I would have felt worse had
1 gone out that other door.”

x X % %k %

There is an operator in one of tl'e Wash-
ington telegraph officea who has but one
arm, the left, and only a part of a hand,
two fingers and a thumb. Notwithstanding
his crippled condition he does the work of a
two-handed man, and that, too, consider-
ably better than the majority of his fellow
employes. One would suppose that this man
would be of no value whatever in a tele-
graph office In the matter of handling press

manipulation of a typewriter consider it
wonderful work.
£ % ¥ %k *

“What has become of the Southern Busi-
neas Men's Association?” asked R. L. Flam-
ders of Athcas, Tenn., at the Metropelitan,
“I have been looking fer it in vain. Two
or three years ago a meeting was held in
New Yerk, ard a commitiee consisting of
very prominent men was appoiated. Thew
a short time later a big convention was
held in Washington, and a committee ap-
peinted here. The design, as I understood
it, was to have a sort of exchange, where
scuthern men could mest and mingle with
northern, 2nd there was to be a permanent
exposition of soutbern resources. It was
heralded throughout the country, and the
Fest men nerih and south favored it and
eaperted much good to result.

*Since T have been here 1 have tried to
fint! the headquarters and the exhibit, but
so far withoul success.”

* % % k%

“One uf the most beautiful and urigue
sirhts [ ever witnessed was in Buenos
Ayres," sail A. P. Wheatley of New Or-
leans, a traveling man, at the Metropoli-
tan. “I was selling goods through South
America, and was invited to a reception at
the home cf a customer of mine, a man of
great wealth. His house was elegantly fur-
nished, but what impressed me most great-
Iy was a large candelabra, which, instead
of candies, had a great many tiny glass
globes, each with a soft, meilow light uniike
anything T had ever seen. Comblied, thesa
globes zave out about as much light as an
ordinary lamp, but the cffect was very dif-
ferznt. It was indescribaile. Upon inguiry
I learned that each of the small glebes con-
tained a zlow worm, an icsect that grows
larger in South America than in ithis cour-
try, and which has a stionger light. They
were kept alive, the lower part of the gjlohe
being filled with earth, and the insecls be-
ing fed vegularly. I do not know how
many there were, but I should judge aout
one hundlred, and while the phozphorescent
gloew they produced did not light the room
brilliantly, it did so sufficiently.”

“The town of Valentine, I‘\'ebraska. is sit-
vated in the northern part of the state,
near the South Dakota line,” said T. 5.
Sweet at the Normandie. “It was slarted
before any railroad was built, and Frenmont
was the nearest town of any size, taking
two days to complete the wrip there from
Valentine. Scon after the town was start-
ed the wife of a man named Norcross died,
and the bereaved husband went to Fremont
for a coffin. Even that town was small,
and but cne coffin for a full-grown person
was left In stock. This he purcbased and
teok it home. When he reached Valentine
he learned that a grown son had been ae-
cidentally killed while hunting. There was
a small lumber yard in Valentine, and a
carpenter, but the lumber was only wvery
rough pine. Enougzh was purchased to
make anclher coffin, and the carpanter con-
structed a very rude-looking box out of it.

“Mr. Norcross, after studyving the matter
over, concladed to lower the hox inte his
wife's grave, tuke her remains to the ceme-
tery in the coffin and change them to the
hwox, taking the coffin home in which to
L-_ury the son. This arrangement was car-
ried out, and before the second funeral
reached the cemetery word came that a
neighber had died. Another pine box was
neade, the friends of the degeased neighhor
F..owed the cofiin, and it was returned.
During the next two years the cofiin was

| kept fcr the purpose of being loared at

funerals. Finally, a raiiroad was built, the

present prosperous, progressive town was

started, an undertaking establishment was

opened, and upon the death of Mr. Noreross

the coifin was burled with his remalns.”
=

TOO HIGH SPIRITED.

The Only Gentleman in the County
Was Hang by Neighbors.

Back of Duvall’'s Bluff, in Arkansas, is a
country where schools are =carce and eivil-
ization of the most primitive type.

A prominent attorney of this city had oc-
caslon te zo down there a short time ago to
look after some land titles, and stopped
over night at a log cabin, which coftirained
one room and a loft. The only occupant
was a white-haired old man, too fesble to
walk without the aid of a heavy cane.

“Are you not lonely here?” asked the law-
yer.

“Yep.

“Have you no friends to whom you can
go?"

“I reckon my darter 'd keer fer me, in
Memphis, but bein® sariin Providence air
my way, I'm stayin’, hopin® ter git about
by spring.”

“How long have you lived alone?”

“'Bout a y'ar. Yo' see, my son Bill war
with me. He went to Texas, an’ cum home
one of the mos' puffec’ gentlemen yo' ever
seed. An’ that high-spereted, yvo' could see
he war diffrunt from the low-down trash
‘roan’ hyar. So a passel of "em got together
an’ nung ‘im right down thar by the
spring.””

“Hung him! What for?" asked the as-
tonished disciple of Blacksicne.

“Jess' "cause they war jealous of his livin®
Jdke a gentleman an' bein’ high-spereted.
One of 'em come an’ stole Bill's bes’ houn’
oup, an' in cose, Bill, bein’ a gentieman,
war in honor boun® ter shoot the thief,
which he dil. As purty a shot as.yo' ever

| sead. Feller never batted an eye. Then his

low-down fr'ens’ come an' hung Bill. T'm
jess stayvin’ here tiil rheumatiz gits so I kin
stomp 'roun’ a leetle, and git a few of 'em,
and then T'll go to my darter’s. i1 ve heen
that po'ly, 1T ain’t had no shot at non: of
'em yit, but I'll git "em in the spring.”

Two Strong Men of Malne.
From the Lewiston (Me.) Journal.

Simeon Roderick of Biddeford can lay
claim. to being one of the strong men of
that eity. Thursday; in the presence of
cight men, at the Saco freight depot, he
lifted a barrel of pork weighing 350 pounds
and put it on his shoulder. A little while
later he was asked to do the act, and he
repeated it easily. Roderick is considered
one of the strongest men at work in the
York corporation, and he can hift two ordi-
nary men.

Kid Boylanger of Biddeford, who is twen-
ty vears cld, has made a record for heavy
lifting that has not been e¢gualed in York
county for his weight. He has a barrcl half
filled with water, which he lifts with his
teeth. He has also a hundred-pound dumb-
bell that he plays with as if It weighed
only ten pounds.

. Lo
Winding Up His Affnirs.
From Huarper's Bazar.

IN HOTEL CORRIDORS

“In looking over the Congressional Direc-
tory I find that St. Paul, Indianapolis, Al-
bany and Providence are the only cities of
over 100,000 inhabitants represented by citi-
zens in the United Btates Senate: Kansas
City is credited with Senator Vest, but he
lived in Sedalia so long that he is counted
as belonging there,” remarked Gen. Beck-
with of St. Louis at the Cochran. “Spring-
field, Ill., is the only city that can boast
being the home of ‘both Senators from the
state. It is a singular fact that politics is
a profession in which brains can be suc-
cessful only in the rural districts, as a rule,
and the result is the best men of the United
States generally die unknown. It is an ad-
mitted fuct that the best lawyers, physi-
clans, educators, scientists and business
men go to citles on account of the greater
advantages offered, and yet they rarely
arise to political distinetion. That S_‘.‘l:‘!!!
ceniers of population as New York, Chi-
cago, St. Louis, Philadelphiz and Hoston
do net furnish Senaters for the states in
which they are located is significant. Sen-
ator-elect Foraker lives in Cinelnnati, and
when he takes his seat he will represent
the largest city of which a resident is in
the Senate.”

“If the law s passed by Congress opening
up the Colville Indian” reservation in my
atate,” said R. C. Kems of Spokane, at the
Howard, “it will eause an influx such as
has not been known since the days of the
first discovery of gold in California. I do
not know how rich that section Is in au-
riferous metal, and neither does any ons
else, which faet adds an element of ad-
venture and reinance that will make the
rush even greater. For many years the
miners of the northwest have wanted to
enter that fleld. Indians have remarkable
lezends concerning the mines there, and
enougzh gold has been taken out _in a crile
way to show that the sectlon is wonder-
fully rleh. If one-haif the .stories m,d‘
ahout it are realized there will he many
rreat foriunes made in a very :lhort.tlme.
There is very considerable excitement cob-
cerning the bill, and t!-:nus§n63 are already
preparing for the openling.

Thos. W. Lewis of Chicago is at the Ar-
lington. Mr. Lewis some years ago was en-
gazed in the Hugson Day country, and
speaking of the recently proposed \‘01-‘&1;'.-:
for the noarth pole, said: I believe it will
fail, as all others have; hut, at the same
time, I think it is very possible to Zo
~around the world by traveling north, juast
as it is by traveling east or west. No expe
di‘ion, however, will cver he succe;siul 4bJn
the plans heretofore adopted. It would cluﬂt
a =reat deal of money to make the Hrsl
trvip, but there need vot be a great deal M_

urdship connected with it Had 0:‘“.“‘1:1]]
tha money been expended in the right way
that has bLeen lost by goiig In the wron
way, we would long ago have become
famiiiar with that country. "The only suc-
ces=ful plan is for the explorer to stop al
the fur stations as far norith as they po,
staying long ernough to get acelimated.
Then press forward, establishing  store-
houses and ouilding tents.  Soemeilmes Lo
progress wonld be made for wecks, h-ut
eventually he would vearh the pole. Iu;:-
quimaux should be employed, p-fu-h trihe
taking the explorer to the next tribe north.
Ample supplies of provisions should be pro-
vitled, and the expiorer ought te expoct the
first trip to take five years."

“Thore sra a few Minoreans left i Flor-
ida,' =aid R. €. Galbraith of Jackscnville
at the Shoreham, ““These Miporonns cams
inally from the Ialand of Minorca, and
wera taken te Fiorida hy Dr. Turnbull
who had a grzat scheme to reclaim the
everglades, They were practically in ela-
verv.anud ruins of the stone wallgand poads
they built rema'n yvet. A few of t em SUr-
vived after the failuve of the land reclama-
tion scheme, and these pave <lescendants
who still live in Florida. A singular fact
is that thay have rever outlived the stig-
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ma that slavery put upon them, and tu
call a nan a Minorcan in Florida s re-
garded 2s an insult. In this way it has

been possibla for “hem to
much of the appearatcs, manners apd cus-
toms ¢f thelr forcfuthers, and a Minorean
can be recognized at a glance, even though
his ancesters have lived in Florida for the
past hundred years.”

R. A. Kirven of Charlette, Tenn, Is at the
Howard House. Mr. Kirven raises peanuts,
and in discussing that line of farming said:
“Y live in Yhe center of the best peanut dis-
trict in the United Sta'es, and the entire
communjty relles largely upon the funds
dcrivef?f‘rom this industry. Fer many years
the peanut buginess remaired about the
same, fairly good prices prevailed and the
supply was very little, if any, in excess of
the demand. Americans eat more peanuls
than people of any other nationality do, and
the exportations are not large, compara-
tivelv. For the past flve years, however,
there have not been so many consumed
proportionately. Probably the pecan farms,
by making the prices upon their producls
miuch lower, have had some eTect, and thewu
South American nuts are less than one-half
the price they were a few vears ago, which
has caused a great many people to change
from peannis to other kinds. 'The supply
will show a decrease this year, and it is
prohbable that this will keep the market price
about the same.”

“T was greaily Interested during a recent
trip through Arizona to cbserve the way in
which watermelens are kept fresh,”” saia C.
E. Batchelder of Dienver at the Cochran,

“The love of the ccolored race for water-
melons is proverbial, but T doubt if It can
equal that of the Yuma Indians in Arizona.
When the luscious melons are cheap, they
being so plentiful that they are almost given
away in the height of the season, the In-
dians get as many as they can and bury
them in the sand. They construct pits in
the sand almost identical with those made
in the ground by white men for the preser-
vation of potatoes and apples. From time
to time melons are taken from the pit, and
it is only a question of how many are eaten
Pas to how long they keep. When the most
aristocratic cannot get melons at any price,
the Arizona Indian is eating them freely.
Why the plan is not adopted in a comimer-
cial way in the east 13 a mystery to me, and
I suppose it Is only becatse no one has ever
had an idea that the melons would keep
good. It seems strange to eat at an Indlan’s
tent and have boiled dogz and watermelon
served in January; but that is an experi-
ence I have enjoyed.”

Alabama republicans have been visiting
Washington during the past two weeks,
several small delegations having register-
ed from time to time at the leading hotels.
The membhers of these parties look inno-
cent, ard declare there is nothing political
in their trips, but each asserts that the
democratic party will be defeated in the
next electon in that state. Following the
demoerats came Reuben Kolb, the leader
of the populists, and in whose bechalf the
inciplent insurrection slarted in Birming-
ham. Capt. Kolb, contrary to his usual
course, did not talk very freely about pe-
lit.zal affairs In Leulsiana, and was so
miid in his utterances that his best friends
vould doubt their coming from him were
they printed. Among the republicans was
Joe Hughes of Montgomery, who was seen
at Willard's, who did not belonz to the del-
egation. He explained their presence. “You
see,”" he remarked, “the populists who are
led by Capt. Kolb want the democrals
beaten. They intend to do it, if possible,
and if there is any doubt about doing it
alcne, they wiil join with the republicans.
It has not Dbeen ten years since the re-
publicans did not have a white man, ex-
cept the chairman, In a state convention,
and five years ago they nominated Noble
Smithson for governor and James M. Ver-
non for secretary of stute. The former
kad just removed from Teonnessee and
opened up a law oflice, the la®ar was still
living in Tennessee, but ran a boom news-

' paper in Alabamn, Smithson returned to
| Tennessee, and before the end of the cam-

paign Vernon moved himself and his news-
paper to the state of Washington. There
was a plain couslitutional provision by
which neither was eligible, but that did not
make any difference with the ignorant del-
egates. Now, all that Is changed, and es-

jally in the cities where Industrial en-
?ee:prisas exist, there are as many white
republicans as democrats. They do not af-
filiate with the colored voters, but act in-
dependently. A little ald from the naticnal
committee will enable them to carry the
state, and the campaign will be one of the
hottest that ever took place in any state.”

*lieve.
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HEARD AT’ /THE CAPITOL

4T

T .

They were in the gallery, and they were
palpably new to tHe situation. One sat on
one side and the o}fler on the other side of
the Speaker's seat; hut number one, recog-
nizing number twoy walked over to speak to
her. (3 &

“Dear Mrs. Blank, so glad to see you.
Has your husband made a speech yet?"
cooed she, 1e

“Oh, yes,” responded the other, with all
the nonchalance 'éhe could muster. ‘He
‘spoke yesterday afternocn; he was just too
lovely for anything,” she chirped, warming
to her subject. *“The Record had him ap-
plauded four times, gnly, but I'm sure that
they applauded as many as five times. Has
vour husband spoken yet?"

“No, the hateful, horrid thing!” replied
tke other, in pretended arger. I think he
might. have fussed and fussed at him to
speak before 1 go home, so 1 can tell the
folks about it. I can only stay two weeks,
and I do so want to hear Lim. He hus such o
splendid spsech on the silyer guestlon, all
abiout how the white metal was demonetiz-
ed, and that there |s enough selgnorage in
the treasury to fill all our teeth if they
would only let us have it at so much a
head—per capita is the technical term, I be-
Oh. you have no {dez what a hit he
made with that speech cn the stump, and
I am just dying to have him paralyze this
House with it. It would be such a de-
l;:_':hliful changz fraom the most of Lhem,
don't you know, I asked him why he didn’t
talk, and he satd he couldn't get the
Spealer to recogrize him. I told him I
thought it was a shame, and that he ought
to get somebody to iniroduce him again.
1 know he has met Mr. Reed cnce, 1 wish
I could get a chance, and I'd ask Mr,
Need to call on him to speak. I'm sure he
could sn!.'lle the disturhanca ever the vote
at ogee if he only had a chance,” and she
went back to imbibe some more knowl-
edge from the “gentleman from Missouri.”

Senator Call mu;t Iha{re heen an expart
quoit pitcher fn his early youth, for he
cin shy a letter at a page half way across
the Senate chamber and land it in his
bands. He sercms to he rather fond of that
way of starting bis letiers to the post.

X 3 ® % ow
Mr. Canron has no use for the electric

E-all bells. When he wants a piage, he wants
nim at once, and he doesn't want to wait
for anythire as slow as that, so he just
claps his hands in the good old-fashioned
way, and the pages come a-running.

ko w
Is it Just the proper caper for a younsg
indy to accompany a geutleman to as pub-

lle a place as the Capitol restaurants and
crder wine?

- S

Senutor Gorman has been called all kinds
of mames, some pretty, and some exactly
the other thing, but it was left for a lady
to give him a new title. She had sent her
card in from the' marble room and was
busy telling her friend what manner of a
man he wus about to medt, and added, “he
reminds me of Cardingl —.” Just then
the Fenator came in, and greeting him
warmly, she turned to her friend and said:
“CUardinal Rickelicy, T want to prezent to
vou my friend, Mr, Blank, from my home,"
amd it was some time before she learned
why they both smiled so broadly.

AR TR

This story began in the House gallere
ard ended in the House restaurant. Twoo
young ladies were sitting together In th
gallery, and one =aid to the ather: “Thepre
comes that man again. He fairly haunts
me. e wants me to lunch with him teduy
and I'm going te teach him a lesson,
Tkere, he is giving the page a note, an
I knew it is for me, Now vou walt hore
til 1 coeme back, and I'll tell you how I di
him up."

Sure enough, the page came scurrying in
with the note, “and would wait for an an-
awer, please”

“Tell him yes, and to moct me
elevatar,” =aid the young lady., with
primace toward her friend. “Now, n
gie, you wail,” ghe 3aid, as the page ruoe
ME again, “After this, Mr. Speak
have more money to spend in gloves
nis poor, meek iittle wife,” and off
went.

The next
The

at the

wiil
for
she

ficelte wag 5

the restaiurant.
man had pliced

: the young .ad
one of the window aleoves and h

out a bill af fare before hor wit
junction to order something nicg
id, twoo. Sha ran through the i (rom

smelis to checolate, and ordersd zs thaough
she had a First National Bank at ler
birelk,

“I'm not very hungry,” she zald sweot-
1y, "but perhaps 1 can find something that
will tempt 1y appetite. Smelts-um-poreh,
a pampano, broiled shad—oh, have you
eaten any planked shad? It is perfectly
lovely. I don't want any fish, though.
Gzuesa I'll toke owsters on toast, Lroiled
very delicately, waiter.” So two orders
fcr oysters on toast were mivdle out hy
the complacent man. But that dil not end
the list for the young lady with the
aainty appetita.

“I think 1 will take scme roast tur-
key with eranberiy sauce,” went on,
scanning the hill of fare, “and some bhan-
ana fritters, with glace cognae, red-head
duck, diamond-back terrapin, chicken salad,
rel—no I doit't want celery, it Is so comp-
mon. 'l take water ercgs, somme Prench
reas, and—I guess that is all the solids. We
will wind up with some Malaga grapes,
mince ple, Camambert cheese and chevo-
late. Oh, yes, bring us some Boston brown
bread. Two oiders of each, of course, Ay,
Sneak."” she said inquiringly, and he meek-
ly nodded assent. It took two tables to
spread the lunch on, and it cost Mr. Sneak
nearly $5, but It cost him a heup more
than that to shut the mouibs of the men
who saw the little comedy and still give
him an ocecasional dig about it.

¥ % @

A sight to make gods weep and men
lavgh was Cannon of Illinois sand Cox of
Tennessea during the hotlest of the de-
bate on Tuesday, standing in the main zisie
with their arms arcund each cther's necks
in ¢lose emhbrace, and their two heads in
leving juxtaposition as they talked state
secrets. The House *caught on' in great
shape and began to grin audibiy, when
Speaker Reed Lrought that gavel of his
down with & bang that made the mace
jiggle and the two men separsied with a
Jimp.

e

k%

Men are clannish ereatures at hest. This
is exemplificd by the manner in which (he
members of the House and Benate herd
on their own side of the halls. Ienuhli-
cans loaf in their own cloak rooms and
lounge on the =ofas on their own side, and
the democrats do the same, Of course they
meet and mingle, but it is usvally ahout
the door of the main corridor, and not onee
in an hour will ¥ou find a (dpmocrat on
the republican side or repthlican on the
democratic side.

—_—
The Painted Cow.

Trom the Fliegende Dlatter.

s
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A DEADLY VALENTINE

The colonel had received a valentine, and
as he looked it over and read its pretty
verses he handed it to the writer.

“From a lady?” smiled the writer.

“Yes, from my wife, She never forgets,”
and the colonel’'s face wore the look of a
sweetheart's.

“Surely,” said the writer, “no better val-
entine could be than that."”

The colonel took it again and held it In
his hand tenderly.

‘““When she and I were married,” he be-
gan, in a remlinlscent way, “we went to a
post in the far west, where as a lieutenant,
that was thirty years ago, I was stationed.
Not far away was a town of the class iot
uncommon at that time, and chief among
its well-known characters and prominent
citizens was a man kanown zs ‘Bug’ Thorn-
ton. He was a bad man and the bar-
keeper in the leading hotel of the town.
The landlord of the holel had a daughter
of twenty-five or thereabouts, who was by
odds the best looking woman In town and
a very nice girl, berrirg the fact that she
was in love with Thornton.

“Al fir.: he was Natiesed by the [avor In
which he stoed with the young woman, hut
her attentions in a few months wearied
him and he made her wildly jealous by fk"
volinng himself to the cashler of the Golden
Lion restaurant, a young woman who
owned a half interest in the business and
w:s consldered a good catch. This oc-
curred a2bout valentine senson, and when
the day came around the landlord's daugn-
ter received a comie wvalentine, setting
forth, as those things do, the delightful at-
tractivencss of a jealous woman. ‘The ac-
companying verse was more gall_mg ahgn
the pleture, and the girl was frenzied by it

“It was no unusual matter for Suy
Thornton to have a serap once or twiee o
duy with the rough characters who fre-
quented his saloon, and every now and
then he added a fenture to the bill by
shooting somebody or getting a shot him-
solf, though, up to thal time, escaping with
shight wounds. Late in the afternoon of
A1, Valentine's day he tried to put a gang
of miners out of his place, and the whale
crowd surged out into the street in front
of the hotel, There the shooting begun,
and it lasted long enongh for those uot in-
terosted to get into what shelter first pre-
sented self,

“J ran into the hotel, and as I did 50, 1
noticed Molije, the landlord’s daughter, sit-
ting by s window with the shutters hal?
closed, looking at the fight. When it was
aver three men were dexd on the ground
and the others had disappear.-d. <re of !he
dend men was Thomton, and, as T knew him,
I ran to him first and jifred him up to see
how badly he was hurt. As I rzise.d him
tp with my arm under his hick a buliet fell
from his coat into my hand. I thrust it
inte my pocket without thinking, aad help-
od carry him into the house. Of course, the
tow1 was considerably excited over three
Lillinezs at one time, and as all sorts of ru-
ors wore flying abont I hurrled to thf: st
o let my wife know I was all right. Young
huszhands, you know, think first of their
wives. When I found her and told her the
story she becsme very nervous and azken
abiout Maliie. T told her T had seen the girl
at the window during the fight, and that
marde her warse,

“Then 1 becaine provoked and sald Mollie
hadn't anythirg to do with it. Than my
wife told me that she had seen Mollie at

noon, and she had told her she was going
to send Dog Thornton a valentine he wonld
not forget, and that very day, too. That

nigat [ went buck to the hotel and found
that Thornton had reccived a buliet in the
arm and one In the thigh, bhut the ene which
had done for him had gone square through
his heart. [ also found Mollie in a raving
doelirium. With all this golng on around
me iwas2't any wonider that I should for-
2t the bullet T had put in my pocket, and
there’s nn telling when I would have re-
menibered it If it had not dropped on the
floor that night when I took off my coat to
£0 to bed.

“AMy wife picked it up and asked me whal
it was. Then 1 remembered, and auietly
tnok it from her without saying. She in-
stated, and as she showed slgns of hysleria
abonut it 1 teld her it was the bullet that
had killedd BEug Thornton., 8he grabbed it
froam me, held it clese to the light and then
collapsed in a4 dead faint. She became
COn s I half an hour or so, but 1 had
to £it up all night with her, and the post
surgeon was also in attendance until nearly
viight., iy daylight things were gquicter,
2l T tock a look at the bullet., It was a
A4 long and was not much roughened 1y
the deadly work it had done, As I turned
it over in my hand, thinking what a fatal
effect 2o small a bit of lead could have, 1
notived a mark on it, and taking it oat
wlhere 1 could see better I found on it
seratched deep with a large needle, evi-
dently, one word and part of another: “‘My
Val ."  That told a dreadful story and
explained my wife's hysteria.

“Waat to do now 1 scarcely knew. Mollie
hai shot Bug Thornlon, that was eircum-
stantially proved by my wife's testimony
and the words on the bullet, but no one
knew it save myself and wife. No one
knew so much as that I had the bullet, ex-
cept my wife, We had both known Mallie
and respected her, and it seemed to bhe
something awful to give her over to the law
when it was so easy to let it all go to the
ercait of the miners in the fight. After an
hour's thinking 1 was 8o near hysteria my-
a¢lf that 1 went to the doctor for some-
thing to guiet my nerves.

“At D o'clock 1 staried into the town,
leaving my wife asieep under the influence
of opiates, and halfl way there I met a
messenger coming for my wire to come to
the hotel, as Mollle had shot herself anl
was dyving. I turned the messenger back
and hurried on to the hotel., When 1
reached her room she was dead, and near
her on g table lay a .44-caliber revolver.
It was the sameé one that had sent Bug
Thornton his fatal valentine, but 1 didn't
go around looking for any more bullets. T
had already found one too many.

“I1 was a positive relief to my wife when
[ tall her as carefully as 1 could that Mol-
lie was dead, and we talked it all over,
coming to the cenclusion that the girl had
seated herself at the window, half con-
cealed, with the olicet of killing Thorn-
ton when he came out to g2 to his supper,
and had marked the bullet in the strange
freak of a crazy woman. That her shot
had beent #o tiue was a plece of chanee or
luck, or retribution, wkatever you may
call it, although she woas not unskilled in
the use of firearms. None the less was it
“hance that the f[ight in the street should
have taken plare ut the time it did.”

“What did you do with the bullet?” in-
gquired the writer.

“Diropped it into Mollie’s coffin when my
wife and I went te see her for the last
time. And,” cencludeqd the colonel, “nelther
of us ever teld our story of the tragedy
until five vears ago, when the lazt member
of Moliie’s family died and was buried in
the same graveyard where the bodies of
Moilie and Bug Thornton lie moldering in
the clay."” W. 3. LAMPTON.

STEPPED IT OFF.

Peculinar Shnpe of the Land Cnused
by the Mensuring Proceas,

It is a commonrly accepled theory that a
raan steps thive feet, and many a traect of
land has been “siepped off"" Instead of
measured with a chain. In the west they
obviate the difficultles of surveys by the
land being divided into sections, but in
Pennsylvania much of the property, espe-
cially In the mountains, must still be de-
seribed by metes and bounds.

In one of the counties in western Penn-
sylvania are two brothers, one of whom
is tall and lank, the other short aud fat.
Many years ago they purchased a tract of
mountain land calling for a mile sruare.
They divided the lobor of measuriag it,
one stepping off one side, the othuer the
ather =ide. Then they fenced it in and
were perfectly satistied until recently when
suit was brought to recover a considerable
tract of the land. Each brother swore that
they knew the measurement to be righi,
and-.told how it had been done. Then, as
the epectators saw the short legs of the
one, scarcely long enough to reach the
floor when he sat in a chair, and the
elongated exiremities ef the other, there
was a general lnugh, in which the judge
and attorney joined. Upon surveying, it
was found that one line was a mile and a
half long, and the other only a little over
haif a mile.

—_———
The Best They Conld Do.
From Life.

“Pon’t vou somatimes make a mistake and
lynch the wrong man?’ asked the wvisitor
from the east.

“We did once,” replied the native, “but we
offered to do the square thing by the wid-
t!E‘:l--low was that?”

“We told her she could take the pick of
the crowd for her second husband.”™

IN LOCAL STUDIOS

Mr. 8, Jerome Uhl is thinking of sending
to the Cosmos exhibition the cecently fin-
ished portrait of Policeman L. B. Hath-
away, whose face is famillar to those who
often pass his post of duty on the corner
of 11th and F streets. The officer Is clad
in his regular uniform, which adds con-
siderably to the intercst of the likeness.
Mr. Uhl has also been working on a por-
tralt of Major Ehaw's father, and on one
of the major's deceased wife.

*

- % %

An exhibition of work by Paul de Long-
pre, the well-known flower painter, openead
at Veerhoff’s gallery on Thursday. The
pletures were sent here frem Philadelphia,
where a very suceessful exhibitioa had
teen held,

Spencer Nichols has returned from a fly-
ing trip to New York, and has r-*su;nrul
work on a couple of landscapes destined
for the Cosmos exnibition, and on some
fllugtrations, which he has under way.

% %k
The exhibition of paintings by LeGrand
Johnston, which closed last week, was the

most successful financialiy that MMr. John-
ston has yet held.

* %

On account of Mr. Messer's iliness, his
exhibition, which was to have followed Mr.
Johnston's, was postponed, and In its place
was shown a collection of skelches for the
most part Egyptian, by Hamiiton IZmmoas,
Any proper departure from the common-
place is refreshing, and this artist's way of
working is a welcome chanze from the
academic methods. Mr. Emmons’ work on
paper of different shades, sometimes using
only one or two colorg of pastel, and leav-
ing large inasses of color to be supplied hy
the paper, as in **The Fisherman's Surine’
and “Venetian Freight Boats,” where a
birilliant sunzet effect is given by the use of
a single color on a dark ground. *““The
Veeal Memnon” s a fine concepllen, in
which the artist has seized the moment
when, touched with the first rays of the
rising sun, the ancients believed the statue
sang.

* *

A lifelike portrait of Senator Morrill, by
Carl Gutherz, who has in charge a large
part of the decoration of the new Congres-
sional Library, is heing exhibited for a
short time at Veerhoff's. Mr. Gutherz has
commenced a portrait of ex-tiov. Hubbard
of Minnesota, and plans te Le represented
at the Cosmos by something In portraiture,

* *

The fine work by Sir Joshua Reynolds,
which Mr. Thomas Wagegaman has recently
acquired, is a great addition to his alr@aly
choice coilection. The painting is a pandl
deslgn, made for a stained glass window In
an Cxford church,-and is very simpl: and
direct in treatment. It is called “Faith”™
and shows against a stormy sea dimly felt
in the background, a woman and her two
children, the younger kneeling, her face
wearing an expression of fear, which even
the motaer's reassuring arm cannot dispel
—a fear caused partly by the storm and
partly by alarm for the safety of ner father
out on the water. In contrast with this io
the faces of the mother and the olider
child, who carries a torch, one sees an ex-
pression of perfect cornfidence in the safe
return of thesloved one, The heads of the
children are executed with that Jdelicate
touch which has made the portraits eof
children Ly Sir Joshua Reynolds the most
prized of all his work. After it was hung
in the gallery Mr. Wagzaman discovered
that the former owner, with a ruthless dis-
regard of the great painter's plan of coin-
position, had turned under about eight
inches of the canvas at the top, in order
that the picture might fili a certain wall
space. It was for a time removed to be
restored to its original proporuions, and is
now again in the galiery, greatly improved
in general effect.

*
* %

At the meeting of the Society of Wash-
ington Artists last Tuesday Messrs, L. 8.
Brumidi and L. Amateis were admitted to
membership. It was voted that an annual
banquet be held on the evening of varnish-
ing day, and the long coatested point
whether or not to receive women as mem-
bers was decided in favor of their admis-
sion. Resolutions were drawn up severely
condemning the action of the army com-
mittee with regard to the competition for
the Sherman s'atue. After the regular
inecting the meeting of tiic Sketeh Club was
held, the subject for which was the first
stanza of Gray's Elegy. The subject for
the next meeting on February 20 is “Aban-
doned."”

*

% %k

Mr, U. 8. J. Dunbar was home sick ali last
week, suffering fron a very severe atlack ot
tousilitis, brought on by constant handling
of the wet clay. Although he was able to
be at his studio, it was not until the latter
part of the week that he could resume
work. the doctors fearing a relapse if he
commenced sooner. He s now industirious-
Iy at work making up for lost time, and the
first thing that clsims his attention is the
Lust of Governor Shepherd. e exvects to
finish this in (wo or three more sittings, so
it will be ready for the Cosmos exbibii. He
will &lso exhibit a bust of the Turkizh min-
ister, Mavroveni Bey, besiiles an allagorical
figure representing War and ouse of De
Maurier's Svengali, for which Wilton La~k-
aye posed while here in December.

—_——
FISHING FOR "GATORS.

A Wooden Leg That Brings Iis Owner
A Good Income.

Alligators are becoming rather scarce in
Florida, but a few men still make a good
living hunting them, their hides meeting
with ready sale.

One of the largest concerns in Jackson-
ville, engaged in dealing in alliifitor hides,
Lhas a customer upon their books named
Tom Tucker, who brings in more hidis
than any three other men in the state. It
was known that the saurians came from
Dunn's creek, a tributary of the St John's
river, Lut beyond this fact nothing ould
be learned concerning his methods of cap-
turing the reptiles until a few days sgo,
when a buyer for the firm visited 1'unu’s
creck, and espied Tucker lying full length
on a log, one end of which was in the
creelk. Tucker had a leg thrown into the
water, and just as the buyer approached,
he saw the alligator hunter begin to scrmia-
ble up the bank, while a huge saurian beat
the muddy water into a foam. As the man
reached the bank, the alligator came too,
naving swallowed a portion of the leg that
had hung over the log into the water.

Tucizer drew a long, sharp knife, and =soon
kiiled the creature, then he unscrewed the
leg and took it off to remove the ‘gator.
Then his scheme hecame apparent. He has
a wooden leg, and through it are driven
sharp steel spikes. He leaves the leg in
the water, and it is swallowed by an alli-
gator. As the reptile closes his jaws the
steel impales him, and it is impossible for
him to escape,

I it U
The Milky Way.

From St Iaul's.

—
———

SIGHTLESS CAPITOL GUIDE.

Some Stories About the Achievements
of Prof. Donnldson.

The first “authorized” guide who ever
served as such about the Capitel was
“Prof.,”” T. B. Donaldson. There is noth-
ing remarkable about this statemeut, but
when the additional statement is made that
Prof. Donaldson wasg a blind man, there
scems to be a contradiction in terms. Prof.
Donaldson appeared here about the time
the wear clcsed. He was a traveling phrenol-
ogist, and a very good one—that is, a good
phrenologist. As a man he was not a very
gocd man. He drank all the liguor he
could conveniently get, played cards con-
siderably and was about everyvthing that
is understood wherr a man is classed as a
rounder.

There were a number of card rooms run
publicly those days in various portions of
Pennsylvania avenuve, and especially in the
nelghborhood of the hotels. To these Don-
aldson was a regular visitor. Of course, to
play many games he had to know the
cards, though In some that was not abso-
lutely mnecessary, though very convenient.
To place him with all his rights, he was
allowed to have a @oy with him. The boy
kncw the cards very well. Card players,
as a rule, did not care to play with Pon-
aldson, though the houses could not refuse
plays from him when staked against bank
games.,

He was borne with on account of his In-
firmity, for thorouflhbred card players ara
generally a trifle superstitious. The pro-
fessor never forgot that he was a phrenol-
ogist, and he picked up fees constantly in
his calling. As years ran aleng the profes-
sor 1an out of friends and he ekad out his
living with considerable diffienity. His
eyes were completely gone, and his disfig-
urement was covered up by large green
glaeses. During the famous debate on the
French arms question in the Senate, when
Senators Sumner, Simon Cameron, Logan,
Thurman, Tipton, Schurz, Conkling, Mor-
ten and others played such prominent parts
for and against the Grant administration,
Prcf. Donaldson was a regular visitor to
the Senate gallery,

He never missed a session. He was a
New Yorker, a friend and an admirer of
Senator Conkling, who was one of his rez-
ular patrons, for things had come to such
a pass with the professor financially that
he was forced to solicit alms. As he sat
in the gallery, strangers, not knowi ng he
was blind, would often ask him to point
out and name the keading senatorial gladi-
ators of that era. This the professor ac-
commodatingly did. Tt was all right if
the Benators were seated in their own
chsirs, but all very wrong if they hap-
pened to Le In other seals.

“In the third seat on the right from the
main aisle, second row,” The S:ar writer
arce hesard tke professor say to a visitor
to the gallery, “you sce Charles Sumner,
without doubt the finest-looking man, the
most picturesque and the best-drassed man
in the chamber. To his right, with a cover-
ing of darker hair, though gray, sits Sen-
ator Henry Wilson. Im. the rear, on the
ieft, sits the grandcst one of them all, Ros-
coe Conkling, his hair being, yvou will no-
tice, about the same shade of red as that
on the head of Car] Schurz, who site to the
front of himn and to his right. Uver there
on the letr you will see sternding Oliver P.
Morton. Though a republican, he sits on
the democratic side of the chamber, for,
belng paralyzed, he cannct stani alone, ard
has to have the aid of the apparatus you
sec to hold him up when he desires to
stand, which s very seldom, as he makes,
and has made for years, all of his great

H[_a(--.-(‘hf'h' from a sitiing position. DBehind
him is the democratic Roman, Allen G.
Thurmnan.*

He would go on with his entertgining
descriptions in this way and give his henr-
ers a better fdew of the scene than could
many who were possessed of sight. Lut
i was not alone in the Senate he succesd-

ed s0o well. On the House side he was
equally at home and entertaining. He
knew the voice of every publidic man, and

called out the name, hefore he had cone
furfher than addressed the chair for recog-
nition. His description of the paintings in
the rotunda and galleries was the result
of listening 1o the observaiions af others.

Professor Donaldson alwayvs took special
pride in showing to thos: under his guld-
ance the clearly Jdefined head of Napolcon
that appears by accident in Moran's paint-
ing of the ¥ mite valiey. 1Ia the old hela
cf the House of Represeniatives he was
very much in eviderce, and those who had
his services as guide thereln received much
valuable Informuation and some hints that
even the bhest-informed of the present corps
of guides do not always fmpart 10 those
employing them. He was particularly at
home with some of the interesting phases
df the echoes, though some things have
been discovered about the *‘distance” and
double echocs of late years ‘hat were not
known then.

He walked to the principal ccho stones as
directly as could any one, and sever made
a mistake. MHis “whisporing gallery™  de-
seriptions up in the top of the dome were
very fine, in the gerse thut they were
novel in effect and showed that he had a
more than usual approciation, The rush
of visitors o the Capiiol during the cen-
tennial year was very large, &and to accom-
modate the same a corps of guldes were or-
ganized. Several of the first “authorizel”
des les «i from persons told by Prof,

180 of his Lest stories, and,
them are told today.
them would be surprised

indecd,
Those who
if they were told that they weare the sights
of a biind man.

Prof. Donaidson has been dead [or twelve
VOars.

BOTLe
hear
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THE BRUMIDI FRESCO.

Varioas Spgpgesiions as to the Sube
jeet of the Last Panel.

Architect Clark of the Capitol has re-
ceived a photograph of the painting of
“The Driving of the Last Spik.” on the
Central Pacific railroad. He sent for It for
the purpose of sulunitting it to the consid-
eration of the Senate and House commit-
tez on the library. This committee, which
is a joint committee, and of which Senator
Hansbrodgh is chairman, has charge of all
art matters in connection with the Capitol.
By that power they have charge of the
completion of the historical frieze in the
bLelt of the rotunda of the Capitol, and It
s Mr. Clark’s .desire to have that uncom-
pleted work finished as promptly as possi-
he. It has Leen nearly ten yvears since wny
work has bcen done on the frieze, though
up to that time the work had been done
with comparative promplness.

Brom:idi, the artist who deszsigned the work
and had completed mnearly one-nalf of it
when he died, had prepared several
sketches for the closing panels, and huad
reason to believe that they had been ap-
proved and adopted, but in this he was mis-
taken. It is not vet certain what scenes in
American history will be depicted in the
last two panels. When Costiginni was se-
lected to complete the work, which was in-
tended to illustirate the first one hundred
vears of American history, he found char-
coal skeiches for more panels than exist-
ed, and he was at a loss to know how to
proceed.

He explained the condition of things te
the committee of the library, and asked
their judgment as to what ne should de,
The commiitee told him to go ahead with
the sketches that Brumidi had prepared,
and leave the last three for future consid-
eration. Accordingly, he weat on until he
reached *“The Finding of Gold in Califor-
nia,” which he completed, This is the last
work which was done, and this was com-
pleted nearly tem years ago. Since then
thousands and thousands have looked up
into the swinging scalfolds, supposing all
the time that work was geing on, but no! a
thing has been done, or will be done, nntil
the libhrary commitiee give the order. Mr,
Clark thinks that the library committee will
order that the next panel show “The Driving
of the Last Spike,” deplicling the scene when
the Atlantic and Pacific were connected with
the iron tie., There will remain one more
panel. Various suggestions have beeq made
Ly artists and others in coanaction with i,
and many are yet 10 be mads. 1t has been
generally believed that it will contain, as &
vounding up of the coun'ry’s century, &
condensed representation of the principas
buildings of Lhe centennial exposition, or
scmething else Intended to illustrate that
important event and that tle country ccles
brated in a public way ils cintennial.

But the exact form by which this idea, If
it is indeed finally adopted, will be repre-
senjed is as yet uncertain. A suggesiion
has rceently been made to the library comr
mittee that the carrying out of the idea of
the centennial should be made the subject
of a rompetition among artis's, and that a
prize Mo uffered sufficiently large to induce
the best American artists to compete. This
plan may be adopted, but it is as yet only
conjecture. Another suggestion has been
made that the last panel should show, in
some way, that the country has passed
through a civil war, and was stronger after
the war than before.

—_—
Fate.
From the Cincinnatli Enguirer,

“It is tough, but true,” said the Cummins-
ville sage, “that a man generally does not
get any foresight until he is too old to
have anything to lcok forward to,”



